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PRESS RELEASE

Ministry of Health Represented by Phongsaly Provincial Health Department and CARE
International in Lao PDR Sign MOU to Improve Climate-Resilient Water Access in
Phongsaly Province

Phongsaly, Lao PDR — 24 June 2025 — The Phongsaly Provincial Health Department, under
the Ministry of Health, and CARE International in Lao PDR have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to implement a new initiative titled “Strengthening Water Access for
Climate Resilience in Phongsaly Province (SWACR).” This project aims to improve year-
round access to safe and sustainable water for communities in remote and climate-
vulnerable areas of Mai and Samphan districts.

The five-year project will run until 30 September 2028. The initiative supports national goals
in water security, public health, and climate change adaptation.

The project will focus on the following key areas:

e Ensuring all families in the target communities have continuous access to adequate
volumes of safe water at the household level,

e Developing and implementing sustainable models for clean drinking water supply;

e Strengthening technical, social, and environmental capacities at village and district
levels to ensure long-term system sustainability;

e Piloting climate-resilient adaptation options that promote community-driven
watershed forest protection and water source sustainability.

The project is expected to benefit an estimated 14,658 people from 15 communities. The
initiative is being implemented in close collaboration with the Hygiene and Health
Promotion Department and the Center of Water Supply and Environmental Health,
reflecting a strong cross-sector commitment to inclusive and sustainable development in
Lao PDR.

This partnership contributes to the national agenda on climate resilience, health equity, and
improved quality of life in underserved communities.



