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Press Release

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and CARE International in Lao PDR Sign MOU to Empower
Women Leaders in Climate Adaptation

Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR — on 8 July 2025 — The Ministry of Agriculture and Environment
represented by the Salavan Provincial Department of Agriculture and Forestry, and CARE
Internationalin Lao PDR signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to launch the “She Grows
the Future: Women Leaders in Climate Change Adaptation in Laos” project. Supported by the
Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD), the initiative will run from the date of approval until
31 July 2027. The MOU signing ceremony was held in Vientiane Capital on 8 July 2025.

This partnership strengthens CARE’s commitment to the empowerment of women and girls,
resilience, and sustainable development in Lao PDR by centering women’s leadership in climate
adaptation and environmental protection effort.

Through this initiative, the project will strengthen rural women’s knowledge, resilience, and
opportunities for collective action to adapt to climate change and preserve ecosystems. This
initiative will build a network of skilled partners dedicated to climate adaptation and conservation.
Together, they'll challenge harmful norms to create real change for women and girls at every level.
These initiatives will promote women's participation and development while addressing
discrimination and violence against women and girls through transformative, community-led
actions.

The project will directly reach 780 individuals, including 540 women, across 12 villages in Lao Ngarm
District, Salavan Province, with a particular focus on ethnic communities. It will also engage key
stakeholders, including representatives from district and provincial government offices, community
leaders, and members of women and girls' empowerment and agroecology alliance learning
networks. These actors will take part in training, coordination, and policy advocacy efforts. Indirect
beneficiaries include the families of participating women and approximately 4,000 farmers in
surrounding communities who will benefit from knowledge-sharing and improved practices.

The overall aim of the project is a regional effort to accelerate the implementation of women- and
girls-inclusive climate adaptation policies and practices in four countries including Laos, Vietnam,
Peru and Ecuador, beginning with locally driven actions in Lao PDR that elevate the role of women in
climate resilience and community governance.

CARE works globally to end poverty and achieve social justice. In Lao PDR, CARE partners with
communities, government agencies, and civil society to empower vulnerable populations—
especially women and girls—through inclusive development and resilience-building. Learn more at
www.careint.org.la.
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